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THE EYE POPPING, FROG [HoPPING,
MERCRY GAMEI




This Kids Game Is Not To Be Missed

    The Components: Froggy Boogie consists of nine "mommy" frogs, six "baby" frogs, eleven lilly pads (one a bit larger than the rest), and a pair of dice.  Now, when I say there are nine mommy frogs, what I mean is that there are nine mommy frog faces and 18 mommy frog eyes, which are removable.  This is an important part of the game that we'll dive into in a bit.  

                                             


                                                  
THE PIECES

All of the pieces are made of hardwood, all are painted (including the two dice -- no stickers) and all are very high quality.  Even the box has a fine matte finish and is built to last.  In short, this game with just a bit of care could last well into the 22nd century.  The colors are bright, the overall theme is unified, and it is pleasing to the eye.  My kids were immediately attracted to the copy sitting out on the table at the Family Game Store in Savage Mill Maryland, and Robin went out of her way to show it off.  I bought it at (gasp) full retail price.





                                        


                    
       My kids, ages ten, six, and four playing unsupervised.


                                        


                     My twins showing the two different eyes: one with a frog, one without

    My Impressions: I'm a big fan of pretty pieces, but to me a game has to stand on its own regardless of how it looks.  Froggy Boogie is just plain a darn good game.  The rules are ultra simple, the game play is easy to manage and captivating, and the game length is just perfect for its target audience.  What I find remarkable about the game is that your average four-year-old isn't at much of a disadvantage to older siblings or even mom and dad in this game because it's a matter of simple memory and applying it.  Given the amount of complication in my life right now (four kids including four-year-old twins) it's likely that my kids may be at an advantage on memory tasks.

    My Kids' Impressions: Something remarkable happened today.  I've played Froggy Boogie several times with my kids over the last week and all have enjoyed the game very much.  But this afternoon my six-year-old boy brought the game out onto the patio and called to his two four-year-old brothers to play.  They dropped their shovels, got out of the sandbox where they live all summer and sat down to a game.  They played two, including a second when my six-year-old couldn't play anymore.  The two four-year-olds continued the game on their own, and played without adult supervision! For those of you without twins, this is just shy of a miracle.  For those of you with twins (especially boys), feel free to testify in this thread.  Young twins are far more difficult to manage in sit-down activities that siblings, even two that are close in age.  I have struggled just to get small slivers of board games in with these two, and Froggy Boogie got them sitting down on their own, unsupervised. 
   
 But we're not done here.  I cleaned the game up after they finished (had they cleaned the game up on their own I would not merely have considered it a miracle but actively sought out the second coming of Jesus who almost certainly would still have been in the neighborhood) and put the game away, and then, an hour later, found the two of them again in my living room, game spread out on the floor in neat fashion, halfway through a game! Two four-year-old twin boys.  Ladies and gentlemen, this is as good a recommendation for a kid's game as you're ever going to get.

                                        


                          Twin four-year-old boys setting up and playing on their own



