
[image: image1.jpg]Features




12 top-notch toys

By Liz Warwick

The holiday season is fast approaching, and stores are making room on their shelves for the avalanche of toys and gizmos, which will supposedly bring hours of delight and unending happiness to our kids. But as most parents soon discover, kids can be picky about their playthings. This season’s hottest toy may be languishing in the closet by the New Year.  
To find out what items will truly engage children, Montreal Families talked to the owners of three local, independent toy stores: Kidlink in N.D.G., Rêve d’Enfant in Pointe Claire and Art Enfant in Westmount. These are people who live and breathe toys — and they hear daily from customers about what items kids adore or dislike. Here are some of the toys they are passionate about this season. And if you don’t find something here, pop by your local store for ideas and useful advice, as there are too many awesome toys available to include in these pages. Enjoy!

Ages 3 to 5
Chicky Boom, Blue Orange, $30
Imagine a teeter-totter line with crazy purple chickens and you’ll get an idea of what this game is all about. Players begin by putting the birds, bales of hay and wagon wheels on the wooden perch. Then they must remove items without tipping the entire thing over. It’s a fast-paced, easy-to-understand game that also teaches children about weight and balance. The pieces are made of solid wood and the chicken sports hilarious expressions. The game can be used by two to four players. 
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